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EDITOR UPDATE 

By John Neemidge, interim editor 
 
This issue of the Armadillo Literary Gazette is a transitional one. The initial work was done by Rose Berkowitz, 
our outgoing editor, but she left the position prior to finishing the issue. Our new editor, Stephanie Hilliard, is 
expected to take up the newsletter with the August 2014 issue. I am currently interim editor until Stephanie is 
able to take over the newsletter. There is much of Rose’s hard work in this issue; kudos go to her and blame for 
mistakes to me, especially blame for layout as much of the layout is mine and not Rose’s. 
 
As LocSec during much of Rose’s tenure as editor, I would like to personally thank Rose for her service to the 
group and the newsletter, and wish her well in her future activities.  
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CONTACTS BY FUNCTION 
Compiled by John Neemidge as of 06/18/14 

NEWSLETTER        
Editor (Incoming) editor@lsm.us.mensa.org  Stephanie Hilliard    
Editor (Interim) john@neemidge.net  John Neemidge  512-784-5592  
Managing Editor (Interim) geri@neemidge.net  Geri Neemidge  512-310-7863  
Emailing epostmaster@lsm.us.mensa.org  Linda Edelstein  512-491-9881  
Snail mailing postmaster@lsm.us.mensa.org  Don Drumtra  512-291-0315  
Calendar (Incoming) calendar@lsm.us.mensa.org  Stephanie Hilliard    
       
ON LINE       
Website Design / leslielstevenson@gmail.com  Leslie Stevenson  512-380-0141  
Website Maintenance webmaster@lsm.us.mensa.org  Douglas Yee  512-288-9172  
Email Lists emaillists@lsm.us.mensa.org  John Neemidge  512-310-7863  
Facebook geri@neemidge.net  Geri Neemidge  512-310-7863  
       
MEMBERSHIP       
Membership Chair mensapats@lsm.us.mensa.org  Patsy Graham  512-380-0141  
Testing testing@lsm.us.mensa.org  Johnnie Vaughn  512-867-5658  
       
EDUCATION       
Gifted Youth Programs giftedchildren@lsm.us.mensa.org  Michele Vaughan  512-388-5970  
Scholarship Chair mgrichards@att.net  Michael Richards  210- 860-7384  
Asst. Scholarship Chair scholarship@lsm.us.mensa.org  Claudia Harbert  512-238-0205  
       
EVENTS For individual events, see calendar listings      
Monthly Programs   VACANT    
2014  RG CO-CHAIRS leslielstevenson@gmail.com 

mostquality@austin.rr.com 
 Leslie Stevenson 

& Johnnie Vaughn 
 979-599-3555 

512-867-5658 
 

 

       
BOARD MEMBERS       
President President@lsm.us.mensa.org  Geri Neemidge  512-310-7863  
Vice President asstlocsec@lsm.us.mensa.org   Leslie Stevenson  512-380-0141  
Treasurer treasurer@lsm.us.mensa.org  Douglas Yee  512-288-9172  
Board Member drumtra@aol.com  Don Drumtra    
Board Member aduana@mindspring.com  Ron Edelstein    
Board Member arabushka@austin.rr.com  Aaron Rabushka    
Board Member mostquality@austin.rr.com  Johnnie Vaughn    
Board Member willid331@aol.com  Doug Williams    
Past President john@neemidge.net  John Neemidge  512-784-5592  
       
OTHER OFFICERS       
OMBUDSMAN   VACANT    
S.I.G.H.T.   VACANT    
Area Coordinators Needed for: Austin, Waco, Bryan/College Station, 

San Marcos 
 VACANT    

Publicity publicity@lsm.us.mensa.org  Paul Anderson  512-259-7824  
EVERYTHING ELSE President@lsm.us.mensa.org  Geri Neemidge  512-310-7863  
 
 

ABOUT THE COVER ARTWORK 

 
The image on the cover is by College Station-based artist Christina Robertson. Lone Star Mensa has 
commissioned Christina for original artwork, in a style similar to the cover image, which we hope will appeal to 
potential members, particularly aimed at science fiction / comic / etc convention (“con”) attendees. We expect to 
feature more of her artwork in future issues. 
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GERI’S GRAB BAG 
by Geri Neemidge, President 
 

No kidding! 
 
My goal as president 
is to set this group 
up so it is useful, 
entertaining, educa-
tional, interesting, 
fun, and/or 
fascinating to more 
members. I would 
love to see more of 
you involved in 

planning outings, parties, meetings, coffee house 
hangouts, bar trivia nights etc. In pondering why 
more folks don't get involved it occurs to me that not 
only do you have a lot of options, and probably a lot 
of irons in the fire, a bunch of you have children. 
You may not realize that Lone Star Mensa has a 
significant number of child members as well as 
members with children. Your children are 
WELCOME to attend events. The monthly meetings 
are even held in libraries, so children old enough to 
entertain themselves with books will have a ready 
selection.  
 

I also realize our group stretches far and wide in 
Central Texas. It is just not practical to come to 
Austin too many times a month or in order to arrive 
at a certain time because of traffic. We are working 
to find area coordinators who will take the lead in 
planning events for some of our further flung cities, 
such as Bryan / College Station, Waco, Temple, 
and San Marcos.  Of course, every member is 
welcome at every event but you just may want to 
meet at your local book store once a month or have 
dinner in your favorite restaurant every week or two.  
 
I realize some may want to plan an event but have 
trouble planning an event early enough to get it into 
our newsletter and printed on our calendar. You can 
always send an email to our LSM Announce elist to 
publicize your event or create an event in our 
Facebook group.  
 
Maybe I'll see some of you at American Mensa's 
biggest event—the Annual Gathering in Boston over 
July Fourth weekend—or I'll see you later in Austin. 
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GAULT SITE TOUR AND UPCOMING LONESTARG SPEAKER! 

by Leslie Stevenson 
 
Dr. D. Clark Wernecke, Executive Director of The Gault School of Archaeological Research gave the tour, and it 
was incredibly informative and entertaining - so much so I asked him if he would come present at our upcoming 
RG - and he agreed!  So if you missed the tour - be sure not to miss the talk!  
 
He took us on a tour that included Clovis era and pre-Clovis era history, but also covered the really interesting 
timeline about the archaeologists' struggles to work this incredibly important site, starting in 1929.  This site has 
found many surprises (I don't want to post too many spoilers in case you want to tour the site someday) that 
have kept archaeologists around the world on their toes - one of which is that between 1999 and 2002 more than 
1.2 million artifacts were recovered - about half of them of Clovis 
age.  (http://www.gaultschool.org/History/OurHistory.aspx)  
 
The tour really was "Mensa worthy" as it made me constantly think and Dr. Wernecke used a lot of 
humor.  Between demonstrating likely weapons used to hunt large game, debunking textbook myths of early 
man in this region, and telling us the quirks of various landowners of the site up until present day, we stayed 
interested and amused throughout the tour.  
 
Wildlife spotted included a fox, a frog in the actual dig site, and the longhorn heifers! (Okay, not technically 
WILDLIFE, but we city folk got a kick out of it.) The heifers had newborn calves - one calved right before our 
tour showed up and we got to witness its first steps.  Dr. Wernecke said of all the things people take photos of, 
they get more cow photos than anything else.   
 
Please come see Dr. Wernecke at LoneStaRG!  You won't be sorry.   
 
 

                   

http://www.gaultschool.org/History/OurHistory.aspx
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PINBALLZ PARTY—A BIG SUCCESS!  

by Leslie Stevenson 
 
We had a LOT of members show up! It was a blast! 
I giggled in delight for the greater part of the 
evening! 
 
Moments filled with memories of racing against 
Patsy Graham, George Graham and Cecil Atkinson 
at Mario Go-Carts, playing Ski-ball for tickets with 
Doug Williams, talking with Lucas Almendra and his 
family about getting a new TeenSIG group started in 
the area, playing the GIANT pinball game with Cecil 
on one side and myself on the other, and spearing 
virtual fish with Paige Neemidge and Andrew 

Badgely.  I enjoyed visiting while eating pizza and 
Geri's homemade yummy cupcakes with Douglas 
Yee, Aaron Rabushka, Sean Mitchell, Bob 
Navasota, and the Neemidge family. Cecil and I 
decided we would save our prize tickets for another 
day, so we HAVE to do this again soon! I really 
want the inflatable alien or ninja. 
 
(You can see more photos and even Vine videos I 
posted from the party on our Lone Star Mensa 
Facebook page!) 

 

              
 

         
 

                             

PIZZA! 

Patsy and George Graham Aaron Rabushka 

Doug, Douglas, Cecil, and Leslie 

Leslie, Cecil, Lucas 
and family 

John and Geri 
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FROM THE RVC 
by Roger Durham, Region 6 RVC 

 
Several years ago, I 
promised in this column 
that I would not hesitate to 
seek your advice if 
something came up on the 
national level that did not 
seem to have an obvious 
right or wrong side.  In 
keeping with that promise, I 
must now ask for your 
guidance on a matter that is 

currently scheduled to come before your Board of 
Directors at our summer Board meeting in Boston.  
The posted agenda for this meeting contains 
proposals for some rather extensive modifications to 
our current procedures, and I am faced with very 
difficult decisions on a few of the proposed changes. 
  

The first change that is causing me some heartburn 
is a proposal that would solve the problem of filling 
mid-term vacancies in the office of Regional Vice 
Chair.  New York law provides that an office which 
was elected by fewer than all of the voters cannot 
be filled by appointment, as we would do for a 
vacancy in any of the other Board positions.  In 
order to avoid the expense of special elections, the 
Board has established a system whereby the local 
groups in a region which loses their RVC mid-term 
for any reason will be divided up among the 
neighboring regions until the next regular election.  
This process has not yet had to be used.  Now it is 
proposed that the problem be solved in a different 
way: by having the RVCs elected nationwide, so 
that vacancies in that office can be filled by 
appointment just like the other offices. 
 
The obvious drawback is that the majority of voters 
would be voting to choose between people they had 

never heard of, for an office which would 
supposedly represent someone else.  
 
The second proposal I am unhappy with comes 
from the Finance Committee.  They want to avoid 
the necessity of periodic large dues increases by 
indexing dues for inflation.  This proposal calls for 
automatic annual increases of 2.5%, beginning in 
2015.  I understand the need to offset inflation, but 
this idea seems to encourage financial 
irresponsibility.  It also seems to assume no 
membership growth. 
 
I would like to support our national leadership in 
these reforms, but I have some serious reservations 
about the wisdom of making some of these 
changes.  If you have strong feelings about these 
issues, either pro or con, I would really like to hear 
your views before I vote on the proposals.  Some of 
them, of course, require changes to the national by-
laws, which would have to be ratified by the 
membership in the next election, but I don’t want to 
vote for measures which I’m fairly sure the 
members will not approve. 
 
You can read the exact wording of the proposed 
changes on the national website in the posted 
Agenda for the summer 2014 Board meeting.  
Please take a minute right now to look over these 
changes, as well as the rest of the revisions, and let 
me know if, on balance, you favor or oppose the 
proposals.  I need to hear from you before I leave 
for Boston on July 2, so please don’t delay.  You 
can reach me either by email, at 
RVC6@us.mensa.org, or by letter at 9920 
Ridgehaven Drive, Dallas, TX 75238

YOUR SUDOKU PUZZLE 

 
Extreme Sudoku 
http://www.sudoku.org.uk/ 
By Douglas Yee 
 

 

 

Each Sudoku has a unique 
solution that can be reached 
logically without guessing. 
Enter digits from 1 to 9 into the 
blank spaces. Every row must 
contain one of each digit. So 
must every column, and every 
3x3 square. 
 

 

mailto:RVC6@us.mensa.org
http://www.sudoku.org.uk/
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BOARD OF OFFICERS MEETING MINUTES 
Submitted by Leslie Stevenson, Board Secretary 
 
The May 2014 regular meeting of the Lone Star Mensa board of officers convened at 11:30 AM, May 17, 2014 at the Windsor 
Park Branch of APL, 5833 Westminster Dr., Austin, TX, 78723.  Attending were Senior Officers: Don Drumtra, Ron 
Edelstein, Geri Neemidge, John Neemidge, Aaron Rabushka, Leslie Stevenson, Johnnie Vaughn, and Doug Williams. 
Appointed officer Patsy Graham and Newsletter Editor Rose Berkowitz were also in attendance. 
 
The board adopted the May 2014 agenda 
 
The board approved the April 2014 minutes as printed on pages 5-6 of the March 2014 issue of the Armadillo Literary 
Gazette with the following addition:  Add link to Standing Rule ASIE 2007-1, as last amended by ASIE 2010-18: Program 
Structure and Officer Responsibilities   http://www.lsm.us.mensa.org/standards/Archives/AISE2007-
01_ProgramStructure/ASIE2010-09_ProgramStructure20100203.pdf 
 
The minutes, agenda, referenced written reports, and other documents related to the meeting will be made available on the 
LSM Website. Paper copies are available on request. The board received the following officer and committee reports and 
took the following actions. 
 
Treasurer: The board unanimously approved the Treasurer's report submitted by Don Drumtra for Douglas Yee. 
LonestaRG 2014 Committee: Leslie reported that there wasn’t a physical meeting held in May, but the next meetings will be:  
June 7th, 1-5PM, July 12th, 1-5PM, August 9th & 23rd 1-5PM: All at Patsy Graham’s house. 
Mind Games 2014 Committee: Patsy Graham’s final financial report is available on the LSM website. It was an amazing 
success at the local and national level!  LoneStaRG 2014 committee received leftover paper products and serving goods 
from MG.  Leslie moved to commend Patsy Graham and the Mind Games 2014 committee for a job well done.  This passed 
unanimously. 
Testing Coordinator: The report, as submitted by Johnnie Vaughn, can be viewed on the LSM website.  We need testing 
proctors! Johnnie reported there were 16 testing prospects as of 5/17/2014. 
 
Unfinished Business and Actions 
COOKIE!: Leslie posted an Easter Egg in the May 2014 Armadillo Literary Gazette newsletter LSM Board Minutes.  The 
following members responded and will get a Lone StarRG 2014 t-shirt when we create them: Claudia Harbert, Glenn 
Mautner, Fred Bothwell, Marshall Hamilton 
 
New Business  and Actions 
• The board approved paying to mail postcards out to LSM members for whom  we do not have email addresses.  The 

board approved funding a party at Pinballz on June 13, 2014, which is expected to cost about $600 or less. 
• Leslie moved that all volunteers holding official LSM positions should submit to the Vice-President/Secretary of the board 

via email a monthly report or check-in at least five days before the board meeting, and any agenda items they need to 
add if they, or an appropriate representative, can attend the board meeting to discuss the agenda item. If they do not 
submit any report for three consecutive months with some sort of action item reported, then the board of officers should 
take action to either replace the volunteer or else decide if that position is still necessary to LSM. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

• Geri appointed Patsy Graham as Membership Chair, unanimously passed by board 
• Geri appointed Leslie as Webmaster, unanimously passed by board 
• Ron moved that Leslie, as Webmaster, have complete control over the website subject to input from the board.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 
• The board approved $867.00 for Leslie and Johnnie to create a tabletop display (including National Mensa created 

tablecloth), advertising materials and event registration for advertising LSM at conventions and other events. $117.00 for 
the tablecloth from National will come directly out of the local group funding. 

• The board approved up to $750.00 for John Neemidge to replace the LSM projector. 
 
Announcements 
General Members meetings will follow the Board of Officers meetings on the following dates and locations: 
• At Twin Oaks Branch of Austin Public Library: 1800 S. Fifth St., Austin, TX, 78704 

o June 21st: 1:00-4:45PM: Board meeting followed by General meeting 
o July 19th: 1:00-4:45PM: Board meeting followed by General meeting 
o August 16th: 1:00-4:45PM: Board meeting followed by General meeting 

• At the Old Quarry Branch of Austin Public Library: 7051 Village Center Dr., Austin, TX, 78731 
o September 20th: 1:00-4:45PM: Board meeting followed by General meeting 
o October 18th: 1:30-4:45PM: Board meeting followed by General meeting 
o November 15th: 1:00-4:45PM: Board meeting followed by General meeting 

 

The next testing session is scheduled for: June 21, 2014, 9:00AM  
 

The meeting adjourned at 1:30 PM.   

http://www.lsm.us.mensa.org/standards/Archives/AISE2007-01_ProgramStructure/ASIE2010-09_ProgramStructure20100203.pdf
http://www.lsm.us.mensa.org/standards/Archives/AISE2007-01_ProgramStructure/ASIE2010-09_ProgramStructure20100203.pdf
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MEET THE WORLD CUP'S ENDANGERED ARMADILLO MASCOT 
By John Platt, Mother Nature Network (with permission) 
 
Will Fuleco, the cartoon mascot, help raise awareness for the endangered Brazilian three-banded armadillo? 
 

Designers focused on the armadillo's cutest qualities to create 
Fuleco the FIFA mascot. (Photo of armadillo: Heather 
Paul/Flickr; Fuleco courtesy of FIFA) 
 
Over the next several weeks, hundreds of millions of people 
around the world will sit and cheer in front of their televisions 
and computer screens as the 2014 FIFA World Cup takes 
place in Brazil. Some of the world's top athletes will be on 
display during the month-long soccer competition that runs 
from June 12 through July 13 — and so will the World Cup 
mascot, a Brazilian three-banded armadillo named Fuleco. 
  

Over the course of the World Cup, it seems obvious that more people will see Fuleco than will see actual 
Brazilian three-banded armadillos. The rare animals, which live only in western Brazil, were thought to be extinct 
until they were rediscovered in a few remote locations in the 1990s. Today they are considered vulnerable to 
extinction, mostly due to habitat loss. 
 

When FIFA announced Fuleco back in 2012, the organization said the mascot represented the World's Cup's 
lofty environmental goals. In fact the mascot's name is a play on the words Futebol (football) and Ecologia 
(Ecology). "One of the key objectives through the 2014 World Cup is to use the event as a platform to 
communicate the importance of the environment and ecology," FIFA Secretary General Jerome Valcke said at 
the time. "We are glad to be able to do so with the help of a mascot who I’m sure will be much-loved." 
 

Unfortunately, FIFA's promise to make this year's competition the greenest World Cup to date hasn't necessarily 
lived up to reality. Brazil, which will also host the 2016 Olympics, has razed critical rain forests to make way for a 
new $325 million stadium. And it has been said that travel for the month-long World Cup will be the equivalent of 
driving half a million cars around for an entire year. 
 

That brings us back to Fuleco. A team of scientists recently called for FIFA to do more to protect the Brazilian 
three-banded armadillo. Specifically, they have called for FIFA to protect 1,000 hectares (about 4 square miles) 
of the armadillo's critical habitat in the Caatinga ecosystem for every goal scored over the course of the World 
Cup. "Protecting the remaining Caatinga is extremely urgent," José Alves Siqueira of the Federal University of 
the Valley of São Francisco said in a news release in May. "We want the choice of one of the Caatinga's most 
iconic species as the World Cup mascot to be more than just a symbolic one." 
 

The move, if it actually happens, can't come fast enough for Fuleco's real-world cousins. Populations for this rare 
species — one of only two armadillo species that can roll into a complete ball — have dropped by as much as 30 
percent over the past decade. That's not much to cheer about. 

TESTING COORDINATOR REPORT--5/17/2014 
by Johnnie Vaughn, Testing Coordinator 
 
1. Michael Tolbert will be conducting the next testing session on June 21st. We are planning a test July 12th. 

a. Session has been added to the National online calendar and should come out this next week. 
b. Site can handle 5-6 testees. 
c. Don’t have anyone currently scheduled as a proctor-in-training; If we get anybody signed up 

between now and then, this will be their first opportunity to observe. 
 

2. Received 16 prospects from National; In process of contacting them individually with information letters. 
 

3. Austin continues to forward me all remaining emails he is getting from past prospects. I am contacting as 
they come in and updating prospect tracking on National website. 

 

4. Proctors have been notified about additional requirements to maintain certification. 
a. Code of Ethics;  Test at least once every 24 months. 
b. Will work with those that want to test between now and October to maintain certs 
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GIFTED CHILDREN NEWS & NOTES—JULY 2014 
by Lisa Van Gemert, Youth & Education Ambassador, http://mensafoundation.org 
lisav@americanmensa.org | 817.607.5578 
get resources: pinterest.com/brightkids, http://pinterest.com/brightkids 
find more: mensaforkids.org, http://mensaforkids.org 
 
News & Notes: July 2014 
  
Happenings & Celebrations: 
10th: Teddy Bear Picnic Day 
11th: Free Slurpee Day (Get yours at 7-11!) 
14th: Bastille Day 
  
July is National Ice Cream Month (find 25 recipes 
for homemade ice cream here: http://bit.ly/i-c-r). 
  
Resources: 
  
Teddy Bear Picnic Day: To celebrate with your Teddy 
Bears and friends, read the real story behind Teddy 
Bears, and eat Gummi Bears, Teddy Grahams, make 
a bear cake (see a how-to video here http://bit.ly/bear-
cake), or even have a picnic for breakfast with these 
Teddy Bear pancakes (http://bit.ly/tb-pancakes). But 
please don’t feed the bears! 
  
Bastille Day: Want to know more about this French 
holiday?  Visit http://bit.ly/Bastille-day. Create a 

crossword with what you learn and send it 
toYMMagazine@us.mensa.org.  We will print up to 
five in our magazine! If reading is more your style, 
try The French Revolution by Gail B. Stewart. 
  
Triviality: 
Be sure to “like” the Mensa Foundation’s Facebook 
page to get trivia questions especially designed for 
youth every weekday.  Find the page at 
https://www.facebook.com/MensaFoundation 
  
Benefit Highlight: 
Members receive a 33 percent discount when they 
buy three or more books from LifeBound, whose 
books, programs and curricula follow a stair-step 
developmental path for students from Grades 5-12 
and beyond into college and career. 
Visit http://bit.ly/GY-lifebound to look over the 
selection of books, study guides and other 
materials. To receive the 33 percent discount, enter 
the coupon code MENSA at checkout 

 

 
 

http://mensafoundation.org/
mailto:lisav@americanmensa.org
http://pinterest.com/brightkids
http://mensaforkids.org/
http://bit.ly/i-c-r
http://bit.ly/bear-cake
http://bit.ly/bear-cake
http://bit.ly/tb-pancakes
http://bit.ly/Bastille-day
mailto:YMMagazine@us.mensa.org
https://www.facebook.com/MensaFoundation
http://bit.ly/GY-lifebound
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LSM MEMBER NEWS 
Compiled by Patsy M. Graham, Membership Chair 

As of May 31, 2014 there were 566 members in Lone Star Mensa, the 28th largest group out of 130. 
 
HAPPY JULY BIRTHDAYS* 
1 Aaron Rabushka 
3 Ryan A O'Connor 
3 Richard Sabel 
4 Patrick I Henry 
6 Arval W Bohn 
7 Brad F Dieringer 
8 Lincoln Edwards 
8 David R Posh 
8  Jimmy D Roberts 
8 Allen Pooley 
8 Jeffrey Michael Lewman 
8 Brandon D Anderson 
9 Steve Roberts 
11 Dorothy G Landoll 
13 Ashley Marrow 
14 Melodee Ann DuBois 
15 Craig S Jepson 
16 Sharon Leal 
16 Alan Waisanen 
16 Ellen Ruth Shaffer CPA 
18 Jonathan D Finley 
19 Jose Vazquez Canteli 
19 Emmeline Aguirre 
19 Coylene Turlington 
19 William Langley 
20 Kenneth Farr 
24 Sandra L Hense 
25 Michael G Dennis 
25 Timothy A Goldenburg 
25 John P Harvey 
26 Todd L Shaw 
27 Jon Gregory Kurylowicz 
27 Joseph A McMillen 
29 Dr James A Freeman 
29 Maj Rodney B Corona Ret 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEW MEMBERS—WELCOME!  
Christine Groves, Austin 
Nolan Groves  Austin 
(but stationed in Afghanistan) 
 
JUST MOVED IN—HELLO! 
William Langley  Austin 
Stephen Krahn  Manor 
 
WELCOME BACK--MISSED YOU!  
Michael Heyne Austin 
J Elaine Watson Wimberley 
Michelle Benoit Pflugerville 
Brian Slone Austin 
Matthew A Kuffler Pflugerville 
Benjamin Moulton Austin 
Alejandro A 
Loayza 

Austin 

Linda Ann 
LaCross 

Brenham 

 

 
 
 
* Note:  We can’t acknowledge your 
birthday if you’ve restricted that information 
in your member profile.  To check your 
member profile, log in to the AML website. 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
MEMBER FOR 40 YEARS 
Merlin D Darling 
Aarne Hartikka 
Trudy L K Loper 
 
MEMER FOR 10 YEARS 
Jeff D'Arco 

 

 

MEMBER FOR 5 YEARS 
Emmeline Aguirre 
Kimberly R Wofford 
 
MEMBER FOR 1 YEAR 
Emma W Hill 
Alexis Ortiz 
Brian L Parker 
Leslie L Stevenson 
Richard Wilcox 
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LONE STAR MENSA 
LONE STAR MENSA 2013-2014 FINANCIAL REPORT, APRIL 1 – MARCH 31 

by Douglas Yee and Don Drumtra 
 
For this fiscal year we expected revenue of $6,184 all from the National Office. We actually received $7,165 from all 
sources, a difference of $980. We expected a lower growth of membership than we actually had. We began the year 
with 515 and ended with 663 members. 
 
Revenue was better than we anticipated for all four of our programs, overall exceeding our expectations by 15 percent. 
Conversely, expenses overall were only 78 percent of budget with no expenditures for membership recorded for the 
entire year. The net result of high revenue and low expenses was a surplus of $2,000. That would normally be 
considered good but in our case it indicates that we were putting money in the bank instead of using it to benefit our 
members. See the LSM Website for more detail. [Approved by the LSM board on 2014 May17.] 
 

 
 

JULY TESTING PROMOTION—TELL YOUR FRIENDS! 
 
Take the official Mensa Admission Test for just $25 (a $15 savings.) Mensa is the largest and most recognized association 
for people who share just one common trait: high intelligence. We are a community of knowledge seekers who enjoy 
conversation and camaraderie. And we would love for you to join us! One in fifty people qualify, why not you? Don’t delay, 
this special pricing is a limited time offer and is only valid from July 1 - July 31, 2014. Find your nearest testing session by 
visiting www.us.mensa.org/testingcalendar. 
 
We are planning a testing session on July 12th, time and location TBD (tentatively, we are looking at a daytime session which 
will be held in Round Rock, but this isn’t final at press time). For more information or to sign your friends up, please contact 
LSM’s testing coordinator, Johnnie Vaughn, at testing@lsm.us.mensa.org or 512-867-5658.  

http://www.us.mensa.org/testingcalendar
mailto:testing@lsm.us.mensa.org
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LONE STAR MENSA 2013 REGIONAL GATHERING FINANCIAL REPORT 
by Don Drumtra, RG Treasurer 
 
We are pleased to report that the LonestaRG netted a surplus of over $923. Revenue from registrations and 
local activities totaled roughly $5,900 against $5,000. The surplus was distributed to 2014 scholarships, RG 
reserves for future RGs, and for LSM programs. See the LSM Wwbsite for more detail 
 

 
 

LONE STAR MENSA 2013 REGIONAL GATHERING SCHOLARSHIP FINANCIAL REPORT 
by Don Drumtra, RG Treasurer 
 
The 2013 LonestaRG received over $624 in donations to support LSM scholarships in 2014 and future years. 
Participants donated $393 in support of the raffle and $164 in the auction. We appreciate the generosity of all 
who participated, both those who donated and those who cheered us on. We also appreciate the $92 donation 
from the RG committee and an anonymous direct donation of $10.  
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JULY MEMBER MEETING 
 
Saturday July 19th 3:00 pm 
Twin Oaks Branch of the Austin Public Library 
1800 S. Fifth Street, Austin, 78704 
 
Unfortunately our previously scheduled July speaker had to cancel his presentation just at the newsletter 
deadline. Therefore, our speaker will be announced via the email list and Facebook group – or just come join us, 
it’s sure to be someone interesting and informative! 
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JULY CALENDAR 
 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
American 
Mensa Annual 
Gathering 

3 
American 
Mensa Annual 
Gathering 

4  INDEPEND- 
    ENCE DAY 

5 
American Mensa 
Annual Gathering 

6 
American 
Mensa Annual 
Gathering 
 

7 
 

8 9 10  ALG Due 
    Chess Night 
    TGIT-North 

11 
Carnivore 
Club 

12 
Mensa 
Admission 
Testing 

13 14   
 

15 16 
 

17 TGIT-South 18 19  Board Mtg 
      Member Mtg 
     Games Night 

20 21 22 
 

23 24 TGIT-North 
     Seal & Label 

25 26 
 

27 28 29 30 31   
 
See the online calendar (lsm.us.mensa.org/events/calendar.shtml) for the latest additions, cancellations, or changes.  Online calendar inputs 
may be posted at any time.  Calendar input for the printed calendar is due by the second Thursday of each month for the following month. 
 
ALG/Calendar Deadline 
2nd Thursday  
July 10, Midnight  
Submissions due to Editor. 

 

 
Chess Night  at TGIT-N 
2nd Thursday 
July 10, 6-8 pm 
Come cross swords with us!  We 
welcome observers and players of 
any and all skill levels. Learn to 
play the Royal Game!  Join us for 
dinner and conversation.   Hosted 
by Douglas Yee 
(cmvc95@yahoo.com). 
 
Carnivore Club 
July 11, 7pm  
Stiles Switch BBQ & Brew 
6610 N. Lamar 
Austin, TX 78757 
See page 14 for details. 

Mensa Admission Testing 
July 12, time and location TBD 
Let your friends know! Contact 
testing coordinator Johnnie Vaughn 
(testing@lsm.us.mensa.org, 512-
867-5658) for more information. 
 
Thank Goodness it’s Thursday  
North: 2nd and 4th Thursday 
July 10 & 24, 6-8 pm 
South: 3rd Thurday 
July 17, 6-8pm 
Join us for conversation, food and 
fun.  Prospective members 
welcome. 
 
Board Meeting  
July 19, 1-3 pm 
Twin Oaks Branch of Austin 
Public Library 
 

 

Member Meeting 
July 19, 3-4:30  pm  
Twin Oaks Branch of Austin 
Public Library 
See page 14 for details. 
 
Games Night 
July 19, 7-10 pm 
Emerald Tavern 
9012 Research Blvd #6 
Austin, TX 78758 
See page 14 for details. 
 
Seal & Label at TGIT-N 
4th Thursday 
July 24, 8 pm 
Join the TGIT Group to help seal 
and label the newsletter. 
 
------------------------------------ 
 
UPCOMING IN AUGUST 
Aug 7, ALG, Cal due 
Aug 14 TGIT-N, Chess Night 
Aug 16, BM, MM, GN 
Aug 21, TGIT-S 
Aug 28, TGIT-N, S&L 
 

EVENT LOCATIONS 
Twin Oaks Branch 
Library 
1800 S. Fifth St. 
Austin, TX 78704. 

Central Market Café 
North (TGIT-N) 
Central Park, Austin 
4001 N. Lamar Blvd.,  
512-206-1020. 
On the south side of the 
store.  Look for the 
Mensa table sign—
usually we’re upstairs 
on the Mezzanine.

Central Market Café 
South (TGIT-S) 
Westgate Mall 
4477 S. Lamar Blvd., 
Austin 
512-899-4300  
Enter at the east side of 
the store by the statues 
of fruits and vegetables. 

Emerald Tavern 
SW corner of Burnet 
Road and Research 
Blvd (US Hwy 183) 
Lone Star Center 
9012 Research Blvd, 
Suite C6, Austin 
512-994-4649

http://www.lsm.us.mensa.org/events/calendar.shtml
mailto:cmvc95@yahoo.com
mailto:testing@lsm.us.mensa.org
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ARMADILLO LITERARY GAZETTE 
(USPS  554-650)  
 
POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to: 
 
AMERICAN MENSA LIMITED 
1229 CORPORATE DR W 
ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103   

Periodicals Postage Paid at Austin, Texas   
 
PUBLICATION NOTICES 
The Armadillo Literary Gazette is owned by American Mensa Limited and is the monthly official 
publication of Lone Star Mensa.  
Subscriptions are included with Lone Star membership. Other Mensa members may subscribe for $10 per 
year. Subscribers may request delivery by email, USPS mail, or both. Send subscription requests to the 
Publications Office, 3206 Twilight Trail, Austin, TX  78748-2608. 
Submissions of all types are encouraged. The deadline is the second Thursday of each month. 
Submissions may be by email (preferred) or by snail mail in typed format. Anonymous submissions are not 
accepted, although the author’s identity may be withheld upon request. The editor reserves the right to edit 
for clarity and length. Items in this newsletter may be reprinted in other Mensa publications, with credit 
given, unless restricted by the author. 
Calendar inputs may be submitted at any time and will normally be published online within three days and 
in the next month’s printed calendar if received before the cut-off date. The cut-off date is the second 
Thursday of the previous month. 
Advertising may be accepted subject to space limitations. Lone Star Mensa members may submit 2 non-
commercial ads per year at no charge, limited to 4 column lines maximum. Publication dates are subject to 
editor’s discretion. Business-card-sized ads (2” x 3”) are $10 for one month, $25 for three months, and $40 
for six months. Rates for other sized ads or other time periods are available upon request. Ads must be 
camera-ready, accurately sized, and should be submitted via email in Microsoft Word (preferred, DOC or 
DOCX), JPG, or PDF format. The deadline for ad submissions to the newsletter editor is 5 days before the 
general newsletter deadline. Publication may be delayed due to space limitations and may be edited to 
meet publication standards. 
 
 
 

  
Newsletter submissions may be sent to  
editor@lsm.us.mensa.org 
 
Calendar submissions may be sent to 
calendar@lsm.us.mensa.org 
 
The interim editor’s snail mail address is 
John Neemidge 
1807 Messick Place 
Round Rock, TX 78681 

 

 
 
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

  
Editor Update 1 
LSM Contacts 2 
About The Cover Artwork 2 
President’s Column/Kids Activity Chair 3 
Gault Site Trip Report 
Pinballz Party Report 
RVC Column / Sudoku 

4 
5 
6 

Board Meeting Minutes 7 
Meet The World Cup Mascot / Testing Coordinator Update 8 
LonestaRG! 9 
Gifted Children Report 10 
LSM Area Call For Volunteers 10 
LSM Member News 11 
LSM Financial Report / July Testing Promotion 12 
LonestaRG 2013 Financial Report 13 
LSM Events 14 
LSM Calendar/Event Locations 15 
Postal Page/Table of Contents 16 
  

   

mailto:editor@lsm.us.mensa.org
mailto:calendar@lsm.us.mensa.org

	EDITOR UPDATE
	CONTACTS BY FUNCTION
	ABOUT THE COVER ARTWORK
	GERI’S GRAB BAG
	GAULT SITE TOUR AND UPCOMING LONESTARG SPEAKER!
	PINBALLZ PARTY—A BIG SUCCESS!
	FROM THE RVC
	YOUR SUDOKU PUZZLE
	BOARD OF OFFICERS MEETING MINUTES
	MEET THE WORLD CUP'S ENDANGERED ARMADILLO MASCOT
	TESTING COORDINATOR REPORT--5/17/2014
	GIFTED CHILDREN NEWS & NOTES—JULY 2014
	LSM MEMBER NEWS
	HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
	LONE STAR MENSA
	LONE STAR MENSA 2013-2014 FINANCIAL REPORT, APRIL 1 – MARCH 31
	JULY TESTING PROMOTION—TELL YOUR FRIENDS!
	LONE STAR MENSA 2013 REGIONAL GATHERING FINANCIAL REPORT
	LONE STAR MENSA 2013 REGIONAL GATHERING SCHOLARSHIP FINANCIAL REPORT
	JULY MEMBER MEETING
	JULY CALENDAR
	EVENT LOCATIONS

