Armadillo [ [iterary Gazette

A Publication of Lonestar Mensa
Volume XXX Number 11

November 2003




Lonestar Mensa Officers and Staff
Web Site: http://wwwlsm.us.mensa.orq

President t

John Neemidge

(512) 310-7863 neemidge@usa.net
1807 Messick Place, Round Rock, TX, 78681-7126

Vice President t
Margaret Wofford
(512) 266-8065

Treasurer t
Midge Kocen
(512) 502-8294

Members at Large
Helen Siders

(512) 799-6985

Janet Kres

(512) 836-5773

Mark Kres

(512) 836-5773

Program Chair *
Volunteer needed. Please contact John Neemidge if you are
interested. (512) 310-7863 or neemidge@usa.net.

Publicity *
Paul Anderson
(512) 259-7824 wrdsingr@swhbell.net

Newsletter Circulation Manaqer *
Helen Siders
(512) 799-6985 xlartemis@austin.rr.com

Gitted Children Resource *
Michele Vaughan

m_wofford@yahoo.com

midserv@austin.rr.com

xlartemis@austin.rr.com
j_kres@msn.com

kresm@iia.org

(512) 388-5970 michel erenee@austin.rr.com
Testing Coordinator *

Sam Waring

(512) 453-0730 curmudgn@prismnet.com
Membership #

Geri Neemidge

(512) 310-7863

Bryan-College Station Area Coordinator
JmMiller
(979) 777-9546

Waco Area Coordinator *
Jerry Lenamon

gneemidge@usa.net

hj_miller@msn.com

(254) 399-9450

Ombudsman/Arbiter *

Kelly Wagner

(512) 443-9650 BunRab@aol.com
SIGHT Coordinator *

Steve Vaughan

(512) 388-5970 sv@blackhat.net
Regional Vice Chairman (RVC)

Dan Wilterding

(817) 573-4454 (before 10PM)
rve6@us.mensa.org

504 Atchley Dr, Granbury TX 76048

t -- Elected position (voting) f-- Appointed position (voting)
* -- Appointed position (non-voting)

American Mensaq, Lid.

(817) 607-0060

AmericanM ensa@us.mensa.org

WWW.US.mensa.org

1229 Corporate Drive West , Arlington, TX 76006-6103

Newsletter Editor *

Rachael Stewart

(512) 407-9753 bookbird@yahoo.com
506 Canion St, Austin, TX 78752

Contributing Editors for November:
Brian Patrick Corcoran

Jane Thompson

Doug Williams

Publication Information

POSTMASTER: Please send change of address to:
ARMADILLO LITERARY GAZETTE

c/o American Mensa, Ltd., 1229 Corporate Dr West, Arling-
ton, TX 76006-6103

The ARMADILLO LITERARY GAZETTE (USPS 554-650),
the offical publication of Lonestar Mensa, Group 786 of
American Mensa, Ltd., is published monthly at 13106
Bidwell Dr, Austin, TX 78729. Periodical Postage Paid at
Austin, TX.

Mensanswho are not members of Lonestar Mensamay sub-
scribe for $10.00 per year. Send subscription requests to the
publication address.

Submission Information: Submissions of all types will be
accepted. The deadline is the 15th of each month. Submis-
sions may be by email (ASCII1/text format only) to the news-
letter editor or by snail mail in typed format. Anonymous
submissions are not accepted, although the author’s identity
may be withheld upon request. The editor reserves the right
to edit for clarity and length. Itemsin this newsletter may be
reprinted in other Mensa publications, with credit given, ex-
cept for those works copyrighted by the author.

Advertising Rates and Policies

Non-commercial: Lonestar Mensa members may submit 2
per year at no charge. 4 line maximum, subject to editor’'s
discretion as to date of publication.

Commerical: Business card sized (2" x 3") ads are $10 for
one month, $25 for three months, and $40 for six months.
Publication may be delayed dueto space considerations. Ads
must be camera-ready, and should be submitted electronically
if at all possible. We reserve the right to edit for content if
necessary. Ratesfor other sized ads or other time periods are
available upon request. The deadline for ad submissionis 5
days before the general newsletter deadline.

Please submit ads to the newsletter editor.



Proxies Needed
to Aftect Certificate of Incoporation Amendment
-submitted by the National Office

American Mensa Ltd needs your help to correct an
inconsistency between our Certificate of Incorporation and
our Bylaws.

While AML Bylawsrequirethat membersvoteviamail in
elections and Bylaws referenda, the New York State Not
For Profit Business Corporation Law saysthat such elections
and referendamust be conducted by in-person voting during
the Annual Business Meeting, unless our Certificate of
Incorporation says otherwise.

The Certificate lacks the words needed to permit elections
and referenda by mail or other methods. It also doesn’t
specify a quorum for the ABM. As a result, the default
quorum under New York law, amajority of the membership,

applies.

The proposed amendment sets a quorum for the ABM of
100 members, the smallest number allowed under the New
York law, and allows membersto vote other than in-person
at ameeting, thus bringing the Certificate and our historical
voting procedures onto the same page.

Ironically, even though the Certificate apparently has been
out of sync with the New York law since it was filed in
1971, it was only now brought to our attention and we need
to deal with thisinconsistency right away.

There are two ways we can make the needed changes. We
could have the majority of our membership (23,000-plus)
vote in favor in-person at a business meeting, or we can
gather proxies from the majority of the membership
authorizing aspecific person to votethe members’ interest
infavor of the proposed amendment. Proxiesarelikely the
only practical way for AML to obtain the needed vote.

What happensif enough membersdon’t vote to amend the
Certificate?We could ask the New York state courtsto allow
usto ignorethe Bylaws or change the Certificate with less
than the required vote, but at agreat cost and a possibility
that approval would not be granted.

While the Bylaws prohibit the use of proxiesfor elections
and Bylaws changes, they are silent asto the use of proxies
in connection with amendments to the Certificate of
Incorporation.

Between Nov. 1 and the July 2004 ABM, AML will conduct
a campaign to gather proxies via mail, fax and online
authorizing avotein favor of the amendment. The proxies
arerevocable, should someonewho hasvoted by proxy later
decideto attend the meeting and vote in person.

Members may use their member number to submit online
proxies at secure.us.mensa.org/privacy. They will receive
confirmation of their proxy viaemail or mail following their
submission, based on contact information on file at the
National Office.

Themembersin attendance at the Annual BusinessMeeting
July 1, 2004 in Las Vegas will be asked to vote to approve
the amended Certificate. The proxies received will be
exercised at that meeting.
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A Word to the Wise
-by John Neemidge, President

Thanksgiving, Once Again

| always have trouble writing November columns. | think
it'sbecause, while thisisthe month of Thanksgiving, next
monthwill bethemonth | actualy write my column of thanks
to the many peoplewho’ vebeeninvolvedin Lonestar Mensa
thisyear. It'snever too early to start, though— soif you' ve
been involved in the group thisyear, from being an officer
to writing on the chat list to just coming out to an event,
thanks!

We can also givethanksfor abusy coupleof monthscoming
up. In November, we have the Waco Zoo Trip, the Fall
Picnic, GamesNight, and for thosewillingto go abit farther
afield, the Thanksgiving RG up in Dallas. Geri, the kids,
and | will beat all of them, and we encourage you to come
join us. We're also planning ahead for the Holiday Party,
whichwill beback at Zilker Clubhousethisyear. It' || beon
Sunday December 7th. Ticketsare $6.00 ($7.50 at thedoor);
you can pay in advance by check, onlineusing PayPal, or in
person at TGIT or the Monthly Meeting (or anywhere else
you can catch us). We' Il be having agift exchangeagainthis
year. The Holiday Party isawayslots of fun, and we hope
everyonewill come out and join us.

Thisisalso the month of Lonestar Mensaelections. | hope
all of you will show your support for the new officers by
sending inyour ballots (or bringing them to an event). Even
if there’s only one candidate for an office, it's still niceto
know that people voted for you. Personaly, I’'m looking
forward to seeing aPresident’s column that | neither wrote
nor proofread; it'sbeenawhile. I’ m very excited about where
thegroupisnow, and | think it’'ll only get better asmoreand
more peopleget involved at all levels.

See you in these pages next month, for my last President’s
column, perhapsforever.



Howdy To!
-submitted by Geri Neemidge, Membership Chair

4] JakeCarriker

Jake ismarried to Sarah Carriker; they have a 16 month
old son named Max. Floyd the dog cohabitateswith them,
and hetoleratestheir presence quitewell most of thetime.
Floydisfour yearsold, and heis of mixed descent. Jake
trades stocks and futuresfor himself aswell as manages
other people’'s money for aliving. He claimsit is more
fulfilling than getting areal job. Sarahiscurrently astay
at home mom, but will soon be going back into the
workforce asthedirector of anon-profit organization that
helpsmeet the needs of the elderly. Jake'shobbiesinclude
anewly established love/ hate rel ationship with running
at 6:30 every morning, playing theguitar, playing blackjack
for fun and profit, and reading whatever he can get his
handson. Hejoined Mensain order to meet new people,
see new things, and stimulate hisbrain.

d] Patrick Henrichs

Patrick isaFirst Lieutenant in the Transportation Corps
of theUS Army stationed at Ft. Hood with the 4th Infantry
Division and is currently deployed to Irag. Heissingle
with no children. Patrick graduated from Gonzaga
University in ’01 with a BA degree in economics and
history. He enjoys outdoor sports, music (especialy live),
beer making, and traveling. He decided to join Mensa
simply because he loves challenging his mind and was
searching for others who enjoy the same.

4 Jeff Mills
Jeff invitesinterested membersto check hispersona web
site, http://www.dudeonthecorner.com/.

d] Elizabeth Pugliese

Elizabethissingleand haslivedin Austinfor fiveyears.
She currently worksfor the City of Austin, Office of the
Police Monitor. Work keeps her very busy, but in her
gparetime she pursuesher researchinterestsin war crimes
history and is currently editing an encyclopedia on the
subject (she is always on the lookout for authors, you
don’'t have to be an academic to contribute). Elizabeth
also volunteerswith Girl Scouts- Lone Star Council and
is a Board Member of the National Coalition of
Independent Scholars. Her hobbies are reading —
especialy historica fiction mysteries, sewing and talking
about current events. Elizabeth decided to join Mensa
because sheis starved for intellectual conversation and
wanted to meet interesting, fun new people.

dl Mark Ward

Mark is a native Texan who has lived in Austin since
1971. He is a UT graduate, a member of The Austin
Film Society, and he enjoys snow skiing and SCUBA
diving. Hisbeautiful wife Shannon isamaster-rated ice
skating instructor at Chaparral Iceand isalso agraduate
of UT. They have one very energetic child, daughter
Mallory of whom he says, “If anyone has any ideas on
how to transfer the slightest bit of this youngster’s
unceasing energy to me, | am open to any and all
suggestions!” They also own Dreyfus, atwelveyear old
Bassett Hound. Mark hasalwaysbeeninterested injoining
Mensa, but never seemed to get around to it. When FOX
TV ran “Test the Nation” that caught his interest. Mark
took thetest online and got them all correct. Thisspurred
him to dig into his college memorabilia, find some old
test scores, and go ahead and join.

LESSON # 3

Lemon Pound Cake
-recipie submitted by Doug Williams

1 box Duncan Hines Lemon Supreme cake mix
1 30z box lemon Jello (not the sugar free kind)
3/4 cup water

1/2 cup cooking oil

4 eggs

Mix all of above until lumps are gone.

Pour into 10 inch tube pan that has been lined with wax
paper.

Bake at 350 degrees F for 55 minutes.

Let cool for an hour.

Remove from pan .

Slice, pack, and bring to picnics, parties, and potlucks.



Hello Reqgion 6!
-by Dan Wilterding, RVC 6

Ever notice how odd things crop up while you' re going
about your business? They do at my house and I'll bet
they do at yours; they do also in the house of American
Mensa.

Some time ago, while research on an unrelated subject
was going on, it became known that our balloting and
election procedures are not in compliance with our
Certificate of Incorporation asissued by the state of New
York (we're still incorporated there even though our
national officeisin Texas). Turnsout that we have been
out of compliance ever since our incorporation. Now,
aware of thesituation, weare ethically and legally bound
to take corrective action.

The problem? Oh, yeah... Seems that by not specifying
otherwise our C-of-I requiresthat agquorum be present at
the Annual Business Meeting for any business to be
conducted — that quorum is 50% of the membership,
physically present. It also seemsthat ballots by mail are
not legitimate although proxies are. The solution,
therefore, is to amend the C-of-1 to set a quorum at a
reasonably achievable number (in thiscase: 100) and to
includethe appropriate provisionsto alow mail ballotsin
the election of AMC members.

An effort has begun to provideinformation; contact your
LocSec or Editor, contact me, read the Bulletin, or go to
“Proxy Information” on the AML website (http://
www.us.mensa.org/). Both hard-copy and electronic
proxieswill be allowed, the latter to be made on ayet to
be implemented part of the AML site.

Asmandated by the applicablelawsit will be necessary
for usto have, in hand and verifiable, proxiesin favor of
the changes to the Certificate of Incorporation at least
equal to one person more than 50 percent of the
membership at the time of the next Annual Business
Meeting in July 2004. When you first see aproxy inthe
Bulletin, on theweb or wherever they aremade available
please sign and return it. Thank you.

Comments, anyone?

Dan Wilterding - RVC6

rvcé@us.mensa.org dtwtech@swbell.net
817-573-4454 (before 9 PM.)

504 West Atchley Drive Granbury, Texas 76048

Remember these gatherings:

The Feast of Pleasuresand Delights
Thanksgiving weekend

North Texas Mensa

Carol Hilson - Registrar
c_Hilson@msn.com

NORGY VI -- New Orleans Regional Gathering, y’ all
At the Maison Dupuy Hotel (in the French quarter)
December 12-14
Co-hosted by New Orleans and Baton Rouge Mensas
Contact:
Online -- http://www.norgy.us.mensa.org
USPS -- NORGY c/o Baton Rouge Mensa

PO Box 77513 Baton Rouge, LA 70879-7513

November Brithdays!

1 Misty D Blagg
Mr Michael Kenneth Makuch
MsFrances Miles Rush

2 Mr William Gerald Baker

Mr Gerald L ee Schappe
EricRVlam

4 Jeffrey David Johannigma

6 Jason Speros

8 Susan Marie Shaffer RN

9 Leo D Gordon
Paul W Roeber

14 Timothy Edward Carpente
Sharon McGuire Gordon

15 Dr Jay David Jamieson
Dr Douglas Perret Starr PHD APR||

16 Darcy Caplan

17 Paul R Albers
Peter Anthony Crossley
ValerieW Nogues

19 Ji-Hoon Woo

21 BarbaraHoran

23 Susan R Sides

27 BobeKuriakose

28 Nancy W Norwood
David Allan Smith

29 Sachi Gahan

Catherine Ann LaFave



LONESTAR MENSA 2004 OFFICER ELECTIONS BALLOT
Nomination & Election Committee:
CommitteeHead: Walter Stewart
CommitteeMembers: Jacob Matthews
Kartik Jayanarayanan

Candidatesfor Election:

OFFICE NAME APPROVAL
President: Karen Werner _
VicePresident: Margaret Wofford
Treasurer: KathieBlair L
Membersat Large: Janet Kres _

Mark Kres -

Helen Siders

You may writein other candidatesfor any and al offices.

Writeln Office: Name:
Writeln Office: Name:
Writeln Office: Name:

Please mail completed ballotsto:
L SM Election Committee
c/oWalter Stewart
506 Canion St
Austin TX 78752

In order to verify that you are a current member of Mensa and of the Lonestar Mensa chapter, please include your
member number in the place provided at the bottom of this page. Membership will be checked and the member
number removed before the votes aretallied. If aballot received has no member number written below or has any

identifying information written elsewhere upon it, that ballot isinvalid and will not be counted.
Email Ballots:
Email ballotsto mensa@wdstewart.com.

Emailed ballots must include the member number and theword “Ballot” in the Subject line.

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:



Oklahoma Odyssey

-by Jane Thompson

In 1923 my father was 12 years old and hisfather pulled him
out of school to take part in a campaign that, he said, would
be much more educational than the things he could learn in
school. Of course, that wasn't the only reason my father
joinedinthejourney. My grandfather wasilliterate, but much
too proud to let anyone but members of hisimmediate family
know that. He always arranged it so that there would be
someone he could trust around if there was reading to be
done.

In that year the Ku Klux Klan had reached the apex of its
power in Oklahoma. Thiswasn't the old Klan of the postwar
years whose purpose was to keep ex-slavesin their place;
thisKlan wasnot just asocia movement but also apolitical
one. ThisKlan not only wanted to keep blacksintheir place,
but also Jews, Indians, and Catholicsand it also madeit part
of itsagendato policethe morals of the populace. It gained
a great deal of ground in Oklahoma, which had an
overwhelmingly WA SP population. One of the pillarsof its
power was its ability to keep its membership secret and to
convenein public, masked and mysterious.

Jack Walton, the mayor of Oklahoma City, decided to run
for governor of the state on an anti-Klan platform. The
strongest plank of that platform was an anti-mask law, which
would makeitillegal to appear in public masked 364 days
of theyear, the exception being, of course, Halloween. This
would destroy the mystique of the Klan and turn Klansmen
into the ordinary busybodiesand tiny tyrantsthat they were.
Jack chose my grandfather, an Oklahoma City cop but aman
who had been involved in politicssince Territorial days, as
his campaign manager.

A campaign for statewide office consisted of visiting every
county seat—all 77 of them. Thiscould be an adventure. In
those daysthere were no highwaysand only afew miles of
paved road inthewhol e state. No highway signs; navigation
was done by asking locals for directions and hoping they
knew what they wereta king about or using guidebooksthat
gavedirections by using local landmarks, which could, of
course, betorn down or disappear. It waseasier in Oklahoma
than in most states because of the grid pattern that eventhe
rural roadswerelaid down on; but still nothing like today.
My father was in charge of navigation; for the rest of his
life, he could simply get in the car and drive anywherein
the state without consulting a map. Detours and fancy
Interstates didn’t confuse him; he knew the state of
Oklahomaliterally likethe back of hishand.

They droveaMode T for weeksthrough red dust and rain

and dark and ice and snow. My father got to where he could

fix onein any conditions; darkness or awindstorm, and he
7

could change atire in no time. Their standard procedure
wasto driveinto acounty seat, then tack up posterson poles
and treesannouncing arally and speechintheevening. They
would repair to thelocal hotel, rest and freshen up, speak to
the crowdsinthe evening, eat with thelocalswho supported
their campaign, sleep in that town, and start out at dawn for
the next county seat. They met with more support than they
expected; there was surprising sympathy for turning out the
Klan.

They planned the campaign to end up in southeastern part
of the state, where the Klan's power was strongest. The
deeper they got into the region, the more uncomfortable
things got. Finally, one day they pulled into a county seat
whose denizens had been warned that they were coming.
They went through the usual drill, not redlizing that the Klan-
dominated city council had met earlier that day to passalaw
against posting flyerswithin the city limits. Of coursethey
were promptly arrested and jailed for breaking the city
ordinance. Sincethey could not get bail set and men starting
loitering around the front of the jail they began to worry
about their treatment at the hands of thelocalsand to try to
find away of thetheir situation.

My father was always skinny; hewas especially lanky asa
kid. For thefirst time, hewasgrateful for that. Jack and my
grandfather gave him careful instructions and shoved him
through the bars of the back window of thejail. He got away
unobserved and carried out hiserrand; then he blended into
the landscape and waited to see what would happen.

From bushes acrosstheroad, he watched the crowd of men
infront of thejail grow larger, rowdier, and drunker. Things
did not bodewell. It looked asthough they would be lucky
to get away with atarring and feathering. Then, just asthe
sun was setting, “just like in the movies,” two Highway
Patrol cars crammed with deputies sped up to the jail and
screeched to stop. The Highway Patrol Officers demanded
to know why acandidatefor governor wasbeing heldinjail
and on what charges. Eventually it was sorted out and my
father, my grandfather, and Jack puttered out of town, rally
forgotten, between two highway patrol cars. They had no
more problemsin that neighborhood, though they weren’t
really welcomed.

After the long and exhausting campaign, to everyone's
surprise, Jack Walton was el ected governor. Sincemy father
waspart of it, heused totell usproudly, “ Jack Walton broke
the Klan with his anti-mask law.” However, the Klan still
had some power—within the year, Jack was impeached,
convicted, and turned out of office. At least, my father dways
said that the Klan got him. The history books don’t agree,
but inthiscase, I think my father wasright.



Herein Monsters Lie (Part )
-by Brian Patrick Corcoran, copyright 2002

“That'sright Laddie, wewon'’t be catching any males. If
wehook amale, | cut theline. | won't bewastin’ metime
with no peeweebill fishthistrip. You seeLaddie, it'smid
September now and the annual breeding migration has
begun. Thebig Black Marlin come up herefromthe Coral
Seato spawn thistime of year. Unlike other species, the
males are small and the females carry the weight. Ask
any sportsman, or husband for that matter, and he'll tell
you the same, that the female of the species is aways
more deadly than the male. You want a world’'s record
Laddie, she's here. They're hungry, they’re horny and
they’re everywhere. Now let’s be done with the jaw
jacking and let’sget fishing.”

“I'll bedoin’ astand up next to you whileyou’rein the
chair. I’ll betrolling an artificial lure, ateaser that makes
alot of noise and getstheir attention but has no hooks .
Oncewe vegot that they’ || come after thelivebait you'll
be trolling next to me. Now | can only lead the horse to
water, Laddie, but | canna make ya drink. Now | trust
you know how to handle the beastie once she strikes.”

Mabry let out a shrill whistle directed at Quint who
responded by promptly descending the bridge ladder to
join us on the cockpit deck. A wiry, muscular man who
moved silently with the easy grace of a nervous cat, he
was the perfect onboard compliment to the lumbering,
obtrusive mannerism of Captain Mabry. The wordless
manner inwhich they communi cated spoke volumes about
their relationship, the nature of which carried overtones
well beyond that of Captain to deck hand.

Quietly and efficiently he set about to bait the stout curved-
butt rod upon which was mounted an enormous Penn
International reel wound with 130 |b. test monofilament.
From an oblong wooden box, he produced atreble hook
larger than a closed fist and strode over to the live bait
well. Opening the lid, he reached deep inside and after
considerabl e agitation and abit of afishing adventurein
itself, emerged with an impossibly slimly and formless
mass in the form of atwenty pound octopus. It slithered
unpredictably and uncontrollably around his arm, its
suction cups attached firmly to hisflesh. It went through
six changes of color occasioned by the stress of being
unnaturally exposed to direct sunlight.

“Tricky business, Yankee Boy”, Quint grinned at me, the
bright white of his perfect shark’s teeth accenting by
contrast thedarkness of histhick black hair and dark native

skin. | could not help but take offense at hisreferenceto
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me as*“Yankee Boy”. | was at |east ten years his senior,
much larger than he, and if push came to shove, could
twist his rude little head off. | looked at him crosswise
briefly and he picked up on my displeasure by grinning
even more broadly. Rudeness without malice was anew
experience for me and | merely dismissed it as bad
manners. Hedidn'timpressme asanill-bred man so this
aspect of his character puzzled me, a confusion
compounded by thefact that hiskeenly perceptive glances
betrayed an unmistakable quality of intellect.

“Watch metake careof thisslimy bastard”, he said never
abandoning his ever present grin. With those profound
words Quint ran thelong shaft of thetreble hook straight
up through the beak of the creature and out the back of
itsformlessgrey head. Attaching theend of theshafttoa
stout clip on the rod’s line, he extricated himself, one
sticky tentacle at atime, from the octopus's smothering
clasp, leaving the hapless creature to dangle preposteroudy
from the end of the rod.

“They don’t live long outside the water” he said while
lifting the formless mass over the edge of the boat and
releasing enough line allowing the creature to descend
into the sea. Immediately sensing theimpulseto freedom
the octopus pul sed frantically to escape, only to find itself
frustrated by theline’srestraint. “Now that’s good bait”
Quint confided enthusiastically, pointing to therhythmic
pulsations of thetethered beast. “That’ || get ‘em good” ,
he assured me with a humorous wink.

Meanwhile Captain Mabry had prepared theartificial lure,
theteaser, by attaching it to the end of astout, stiff casting
rod. It conssted of acomically baroquewooden caricature
of asquid, painted in such awkwardly garish colorsasto
lend itself as an object of artistic ridicule. | grimaced in
scorn at the sight of it.

“Sureitsugly”, the Captain defended . “But it getstheir
attention and truth be told I’ ve had more strikes on this
hookless piece of trash than any live bait I’ ve ever used.
Butitan't for hookin’ ‘em . We just toot the horn with
it.” With that pronouncement he cast the apparatus into
the sea and took up just enough lineto bring it taught.

With acurt gesture of the hand he signaled Quint to the
bridge and instructed him, “Zig zag us over the edge of
the drop off. Use your best judgement. You' re the boss
up there now. | need to help this bloke catch hisworld’s
record.”

Oncethelive and artificial baits had drifted far enough
from the boat to clear the propeller wash, Quint ignited
the powerful engines. He engaged the propellerswith an



audible clank and kept the motor RPM to its sl owest speed.
A low burbling sound issued from beneath the water line.
Slowly the Argonaut moved out to its languid trolling
speed of a paltry three knots, roughly the speed that a
man normally would walk.

“Play out theline until you can seeyour bait at eyelevel
intheoncoming swells’, the Captain advised. Thisproved
to beabout 75 yards out asthe spacing of the swellswould
haveit. The Captain, standing next to me, played out the
teaser so as it would run ahead and then fall behind the
pulsing octopus that was my bait. He would yank at it
periodicaly, causing it to leap from the surface and splash
back down while the aluminum propellers behind the
teaser constantly agitated the surface. All thewhile, Quint
artfully steered the craft up and over the great abyss, riding
the swellsto afford usthe best advantage of view. Now it
was agame of patience and perseverance.

| could not help but notice the change that came over the
Captain at this stage. Gone was the bluster and good
humor. In its place was a concentrated demeanor that
brooked of no distraction. He was like a man charged
with aserious mission that would not know of failure. He
had a contagious sense about him that something awesome
and spectacular was imminent. The sense extended to
myself and I’ m certain Quint felt it also aswe assiduoudy
plied those pregnant waters. And then, as destiny had
ordained, it happened.

My first conscious sense of the event camein theform of
asingle sharp clang of the bridge bell. From high above
on his elevated perch, Quint saw them first. From his
commanding view from theflying bridge he spotted their
wakes before they rounded the top of the swell and
descended the slope in pursuit of the teaser. One quick
snap of thebridge bell aerted usto theimpending assaullt.
We both turned our heads up to Quint who was pointing
with steadfast resolution to the top of the far-off swell.

As we returned our focus to the object of his direction
we could plainly see the creatures as they rounded the
top of the crest and broke the silhouette between seaand
sky. Three of them raced in parallel, jostling to reach the
teaser first. With the combined force of gravity and
enormous musculature the giant billfish surfed straight
down upon the teaser, their maws wide opened, as their
spectacular billsyawned menacingly abovethe surface.

With an instinct honed of experience Captain Mabry
yanked viciously at his rod. The teaser flew from the
surface of the swell ascant instant before one of theMarlin
could snatchitinitsjaws. Frustrated in their assault they
9

dove below the surface and disappeared from sight
punctuating their rapid departure with snaps of their tails
that produced three twenty-foot-tall columns of water.

“Males, Laddie, that’'s apack of hungry males. And not
one of them larger than 600 pounds’, Mabry exclaimed
excitedly. “ That meansthere’ sabig female nearby. She'll
be hungry too. You watch that bait of yours. I’ ll keep my
fingers crossed that she takes your bait and not one of
them. You count to ten and by the time you get there I’ll
guarantee you that you' re going to havethefight of your
life on your hands.”

Thanksgiving Weekend 2003
NTM’s Feast of Pleasures
and Delights RG

You won’t want to miss this Regional Gathering! We
have been putting together a great weekend of events
and are inviting our Mensa family members to stop by
for a visit.

We start off with Thanksgiving snacks and open
Hospitality on Thursday. If your family is too far away
to visit, or you have satisfied your obligations, and you
want to share with us, please come on by.

Once again we feature our Tastings, where you get to
try a variety of foods in a different categories. Don’t
miss the Cheese and Olive tasting, as well as some
of our perennial favorites — beer, wine, soda, coffee,
chocolate, and cheesecake! Each year we try to add
new variety to the offerings so you will be
experiencing something different than before.

We will have “The Great Mensa Retest” on Friday
evening. Teams will be organized to compete in a fun
quiz (like the TV “Test the Nation” last summer). Don't
worry — we won't tell national how anyone scores on
this. Saturday evening is our “Come as You Are —
NOT!" dance. This is an occasion to dress as
someone you are not, or not, as you wish.

Early Friday we are scheduling the Bloodmobile to
collect liquid donations for the NTM account. And
Saturday morning is the Mensa Job Fair. Scheduled
among these are various interesting speakers and
other program events. Later in the evening we have
scheduled the hot tub until 2 AM each day.

And Hospitality will be open around the clock with a
variety of food and beverages for your enjoyment.

You can find a registration blank at the NTM web
site (http://www.northtexasmensa.org) under the
“Events” menu item.

See you at the RG!




Gifted and Talented?
-by Michele Vaughan, LSV Gifted Children Resource

The Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented
(TAGT) is a non-profit organization that has been
promoting awareness of the unique social, emotional, and
intellectual needs of gifted and tal ented youth across Texas
for over 26 years. Asthedriving organization and principle
legislative advocatefor gifted children, TAGT strivesto
impact the development of appropriate educational
servicesto meet these needs. TAGT also offers services
and resources, such as professional development,
curriculum recommendations, teacher/student
scholarships, and parent outreach, to name afew.

TAGT will host its 26" Annual Conference for Parents
and Educatorsthisyear in Houston on November 20-22.
The conference promises to draw more than 4,000
educatorsand leadersin thefield of gifted education from
al over the U.S,, the world, and, of course, Texas. On
Saturday, there will be special sessions for parents in
particular, as well as an evening event for parents and
children at Houston’s Museum of Fine Arts.

Also, mark your calendar now for the TAGT Parent
Conferenceto beheld at TheUniversity of Texasat Dallas
on February 28, 2004 from 9:00AM-4:00PM! Featuring
renowned gifted author and counsdlor Judy Galbraith plus,
over a dozen sessions specifically for parents of gifted
children. You are sureto come away informed and excited
about gifted education! Bring thekids! Therewill befun
and stimulating activitiesfor gifted children, ages 6-12,
throughout the day—while you are learning, they’ll be
learning, too!

For information on TAGT or either upcoming conference,
pleasevisit the TAGT website, www.txgifted.org.

November Monthly Meeting

November’s speaker will be Dr. Earl Chilton, aquatic
habitat enhancement program director for the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department.

Dr. Chilton will discuss the department’s use of sterile
Asiangrasscarptocontrol hydrillainareariversand lakes.

Mensan fall Picnic
4:00PM SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2003

Cometo aFall Picnic at Northwest Park in north central
Austin. Thispicnic will be similar to the previous events
Mensans enjoyed last year and this spring, which means
we will have alot of fun. Pets on aleash are welcome.
Bring significant othersand bring kids.

Bring potluck food to share with everyone. Bring
uncooked meat for your own family and grill it at the
park.

Misty has developed a website with information about
the Nov 15 picnic. Please access
http://b-b-fam.home. Texas.net/L SMPicnic/ to register for
the picnic, enter what potluck food you can bring and see
who elseiscoming. Questions: check the above website
or e-mail xlartemis@austin.rr.com

NN

Sign Up Now for the Lonestar Mensa
Holiday Party

Sendinyour reservationsnow for theLSM Holiday Party!
This year’s party will be held at the Zilker Clubhouse
(the samelocation aslast year) on Sunday December 7th
at 2:00pm. The Clubhouse iswest of Zilker Park in the
hills. It has a panoramic view of downtown Austin and
two beautiful fireplaces.

There will be a $6.00 admission charge (if you pay in
advance) and a$7.50 charge at the door. The group will
be providing finger foodsand desserts, cider, eggnog, and
soft drinks. You should BY OB. To sign up in advance,
send acheck to our treasurer, Midge Kocen, 7131 Wood
Hollow Drive Apt. 106, Austin, TX, 78731-2502, or go
to the LSM website (http://www.lsm.us.mensa.org/
Ismnews.htm) and follow thelink to the PayPal payment
page. It will greatly help in our planning if you sign up
early, asit hel psusestimate how many peoplewill attend
and therefore how much food we should purchase.

WEe' d appreciate volunteersto help set up decorationsfor
the party and to help with food preparation during the
party. We'd aso like to get together a group of member
musicians to play holiday music during the party — if
you' reamusician, please contact John Neemidgetojoin
the group.

We hopeto seeyou at this special Holiday Party!
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What's Happening in November?

Thank GoodnessIt’sThursday

Central Market Café

Every Thursday 6:00-8:00pm

4001 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin (512) 206-1020
Meet us in the Café after work for fun, conversation & food.
Prospective memberswelcome. Central Market Caféislocated in
the Central Park shopping center on the east side of Lamar Blvd
between 38" and 41% Streets. Central Market is the anchor store.
Central Market Café is adjacent to Central Market on the south
side. We meet upstairs.

WacoZoo Trip

Sunday, November 2nd 11:00am
Cameron Park Zoo
1701 N. 4th St., Waco (254) 750-8400

Join us as we visit the Cameron Park Zoo in Waco. John and Geri
will be wearing green Lonestar Mensa Armadillo Brigade t-shirts.
Meet us at the main entrance at 11:00 a.m. If youwould like aride
(we can take afew people) or to arrange car pooling or caravaning
contact John or Geri at 512-310-7863. Zoo admission: Adults $5.00,
Children (4-12) $3.00, Seniors $4.50.

ExComm Meeting
Saturday, November 8
University Hills Branch
4721 LoyolaLane, Austin
Contact John Neemidge at (512) 310-7863 to get an item on the
agenda. All members welcome.

Take 183 to Manor Rd. exit; go west on Manor Road past the HEB;
turn left at the next light, which is Loyola. The library is on the
right, less than one block up Loyola.

Monthly M eeting
Saturday, November 8
Austin Public Library
University Hills Branch
4721 LoyolaLane, Austin
Please see the announcement on page 10 for meeting details. Take
183 to Manor Rd. exit; go west on Manor Road past

the HEB; turn left at the next light, which isLoyola. Thelibrary is
on theright, less than one block up Loyola.

Waco Area M ensa Get-Together
Wednesday, November 19

Barnes & Noble Café

4909 W. Waco Dr., Waco

Prospective members welcome. RSVP to Jerry Lenamon, (254)
399-9450.

10:00am

11:00am-1:00pm

7:00pm

Fall Picnic

Saturday, November 15

Northwest Park, Austin

Helen Siders xlartemis@austin.rr.com
Please see the article on page 10 for details.

4:00pm

Potluck SIG & Games Night

Saturday, November 15 6:00pm
Kelly Wagner & SteveHarsch’'sHome
1001 E. Riverside, Austin (512) 443-9650

Theme: Low fat foods. Hallloweenisjust past, and Thanksgiving
isright around the corner. We' d like to go easy now, so that we can
better enjoy the feasting to come! Please RSVP, and let us know
what you plan to bring.

Directionsfrom Riverside Dr between IH35 & Congress Ave: the
houseison the SE corner of theintersection of TravisHeights Blvd
& Riverside Dr. Thereisatrafficlight at the intersection. Park on
Travis Heights & enter the house at the back door. Do not attempt
to park on Riverside Dr.

Georgetown Area GamesNight

Saturday, November 15 7:00pm
129 Sunflower, Sun City, Georgetown
Betty Dougherty (512) 864-1582

Gamesand conversation. Scrabble, Upwords, Boggle, Perquackey,
backgammon, and decks of cards provided, or bring your favorite
game. 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. Smoking outside.

From Austin, go north on 1-35 to exit 261A. (From Waco going
south, it's exit 262.) Stay on access road to Williams Drive. Turn
west on Williams Drive (FM 2338) and proceed to Sun City (about
6 miles). You'll see some blue signs along the way saying “ Sun
City.” At thelight, turn right onto Del Webb Blvd. and go about 1
1/2 miles. Wheretheroad flattensout, you' Il crossabridge (there’'s
a blinking light right before the bridge), then turn right on
Whispering Wind. The 2nd |eft, opposite a“ Speed Limit 30" sign,
is Dan Moody. Turn left on Dan Moody and wind up and around
to Sunflower at the top of the hill. Turn right on Sunflower and go
to the 3rd house on your right - #129 is on the garage.

Fold & Sticker

Thursday, November 20
Help us assemble the newsletter!
Thursday for directions.

7 IR i ?
é\‘ Single:
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~ Internet Dating
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(aTGIT)
See Thank Goodness It's

2 Socials Weekly
Free Membership

Single Mingle Austin .com:
The smart choice (and owned by a Mensan)!
SingleMingleAustin.com; (512)589-3159

Mensan Realtor
area. Free referrals to other areas.

Shelley Sundermann

JB Goodwin Company
2) 913-3108 (800) 900-9115
shelley @jbgoodwin.com
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