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Remembering, And Looking forward
-by John Neemidge, President

Beforel get to my usual remindersof events, cgoling to
attend them, and so forth, | want to pause to remember
Eve Nelson, who passed away in June. Eve was our
testing coordinator, a frequent attendee at LSM events
and RG’s, and a contributor to the LSM chat list.
Members of LSM got together and gave Eve abrick on
theWalk Of TheMindsat Mensa sNational Office. Geri
and | presented the certificate for her brick to Eve, and |
know she appreciated it agreat deal. My best to Eve's
family at this time; her Mensa family joins in
remembering her.

On alighter note, and speaking of Mensa family, Geri
and | just returned from the Annual Gathering, held this
year in Scottsdale, AZ. Like any family reunion, there
wasall kinds of news (engagements, weddings, personal
achievements, etc), seeing how everyone's fared over
the past year, and watching the children grow up. Seeing
all our friends from around the country, many of whom
we see only at the AG, is wonderful, and we wouldn’t
dream of missing it. It was also wonderful to see so
many Lonestar Mensans at the AG — adozen members
or so, and nearly two dozen with their families.

The next Gathering up is our own LonestaRG |V: Pet
Peeves, held over Labor Day Weekend (August 30-31,
September 1-2) in Austin. This is essentially the last
column in which | get to expound the reasons why you
should attend (September’snewsl etter will no doubt have
a last-minute appeal). We're planning a great weekend
— bountiful hospitality (all your meals, snacks,
beverages, desserts, etc); excellent speakers; our usual
mix of gamesand contestsand other participatory events,
costume dance; late-night swim and hot tub party; and
plenty more. Therateis $50 if you sign up by August
3rd (see the registration form in this issue); children 7-
14 are half-price, and 6 and under are free. Where else
can you get along weekend including your meals and
beverages, all your entertainment, dancing, and a
plethora of interesting people to share it with for $50?
Past attendees have had glowing things to say about
LonestaRG — later in this issue you can read some
comments in their own words. | hope you'll register
now and join us Labor Day Weekend — | redlly hate to
see anyone miss out on all the fun.

Between now and LonestaRG 1V, | aso hopeto see many
of you at the Zilker Summer Musical, Into The Wbods,
which we'll be going to on August 3rd (1’1l be accepting
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RG registration forms there!), at the Monthly Meeting
on the 12th, and at Games Night on the 24th. Or maybe
TGIT ismore your style — dinner and discussion with
great people in a comfortable atmosphere. Whichever
event you attend, | hope you’ll come spend some time
with your Mensa family this month and every month.

Happy Birthday!
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Raising the Boom
-by Barbara Bartlett

For the greater portion of my adult life, | have been
admonished to “slow down” or to “takeit easy”. Folks,
it just ain't that easy! There are things to do, places to
go, people to meet, dishes to be washed, books to be
read! How can | slow down? Still, | seethe value of a
slower pace to life where others are concerned.

| recently visited with a friend who said that she had
asked her husband to slow down and just talk to her on
three different occasions, and each time he replied, “I
don’t havetime; I'mjust too busy!” Well, friends, that’s
just too busy (but, I must admit that | find myself saying
that occasionally to my family!)!

My aunt once presented me with aplacque with aportion
of Edna St. Vincent Millay’s poem, First Figonit.

“My candle burns at both ends;

It will not last the night;

But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends- -
It givesalovely light!”

Later, the same erudite aunt penned this quote on a
birthday card:

“Beware the barrenness of abusy life.” —Socrates
Do you think she was trying to tell me something?

It seems that these little messages keep being dropped
my way. Not long ago afriend sent me a book entitled
Devotionals for Busy Women. Hmmmmm....

Then, today, when browsing through a 1951 Reader’s
Digest, | came acrossthis short story which isattributed
to James Truslow Adams from The Tempo of Modern
Life.

A distinguished explorer who spent acouple
of years among the savages of the upper
Amazon, once attempted a forced march
through the jungle. The party made
extraordinary speed for the first two days, but
on thethird morning, when it wastimeto start,
the man found all the natives sitting on their
haunches, looking very solemn and making no
preparation to leave.

“They are waiting,” the chief explained.
“They cannot move farther until their souls
have caught up with their bodies.”

| can think of no better illustration of our own plight
today. Isthere noway of letting our souls catch up with
our bodies? If one thinks over the sort of life led in
innumerable homes a generation ago, our immense
speeding upinthe processof living today isclear. People
then, aswe say, “had time.” Now, no one “hastime.”

Well....an excerpt from anearly fifty year old magazine
certainly hit the nail on the head didn’t it? If we were
too busy then, what does that say about our lifestyle
now? I'mgoing totry... | really am..... to settle down
and life alittle bit Slower..... but first, | need to.....

. g ol C¥iTes
The Grand Canyoneers

-by Douglas Williams and Rachael Sewart
-photos by Walter Stewart

The air itself was searing
but we went anyway.
Not afearing.

Along the way

the lack of water became a blight,
but we kept on going

and in the end came out all right.

Five miles the ascent,

our frequent breaks did it prolong.
From alimestone cliff

the depths resounded with bawdy song.

And | must say:
(from every height)
It was agrand sight!



Spend. youn labor day weskend having jun the Mensa way!
- Kartik Jayanarayanan

“ Fun, fpoliq:l(inq, fesiivi’ries, food cmc] {OOCJ for’ ﬂwuqlﬂ), fr’iencjs olcl and new

— come join us for a fantastic Labor Daq weekend.”

-Jolm Heemidqe

“Once again; Geriv Neemidge has lined up aw
incredible slate of speakers withh intriguing topics.”
- Mawgawet Wofford

What can we say about

Lonestar Mensa’s
Reqgional Gathering?

“Hot read,
warm huss and
ehoeolate, it
doesn 't ¢et any
better than this!”
- Ray 0'Conno>

“Whalesome, What and Whealthy!
To wham do ( write the check?” - Tammy Langley

“Costumes, games, chit-chat, and rugrats (human &

otherwise)!”
- Rachael Stewart

“If yowve always felt sort of “*different® or “*misunderstood”, an RG

offers an opportunity to find people just like you who will “*get” your

jokes and comments. Mensa is the best support group in the world?!>
= Barbara Bartlett
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@9 LonestaRG |V: Pet Peeves
i Aug. 30-31, Sep. 1-2, 2002
S Austin, TX
 Speakers on pets, favorite * Abundant hospitality, * Discussion room
pet peeves, and more with meals, fresh-baked » Gameroom
* Petswelcome! bread, veggies, snacks, « Scholarship raffle
» Games and contests soda, beer, wine, and more  * Goodies and Prizes
 Costume Dance * Late-night pool & hot tub « And much more!

Register Now and Savel!!!

Take arest from your labors! LonestaRG moves to what we hope will be our permanent home,
Labor Day weekend, with everything you’' ve come to expect from us and more. Bring the whole
family —we have discount rates for children. Our hotel (the same aslast year) offers such amenities
as.free parking, indoor/outdoor heated pool, hot tub and saunas, discounts at Arboretum area shops,
coffee makers and hair dryersin every room, and many others. For more information, including
preliminary programs, attendee information, photos of the raffle quilt, pictures from last year’'s RG,
and more, see the web page at http://www.Ism.us.mensa.or g/lonestar g.ntm. Sign up now!

Our hotel isthe Holiday Inn Northwest. Room rate is $72 S/D/T/Q. Call 512-343-0888
and ask for the Lonestar Mensarate.
Questions? Contact John Neemidge (ChairM) at 512-310-7863 or email to neemidge@usa.net

Name

Street

City State Zip

Phone Email
0 Pleasedon’t list my name and city/state on the RG web site attendee list
0 Please use paper mail (not email) for RG updates and correspondance

Names for Badges: 1. 2.

3. 4.
Registration is $50 to 8/3 and $55 walk-in. Half off for children ages 7-14 (children 6 and under are freeg).

Number of registrations: @$ =$

Areyou interested in volunteering for any of the following?

Hospitality Prepare Food Registration

Solicit Donations Bring Games

Speaker Assistant Logistics/Purchasing Other

Send registrations to Mark & Janet Kres, POB 80635, Austin, TX 78708-0635

(registrar@lsm.us.mensa.org). Make checks payable to “Lonestar MensaRG”. ALG8/02
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Hello Reqion 6!
-by Dan Witerding, RVC Region 6

The Annual Gathering was excellent, although you will
need to talk to others to get the best review. Region 6
was well represented; members from all parts of the
region attended and enjoyed.

As the AMC met on Saturday we considered many
motions and passed most of them.  Among these motions
was one from the Hearings Committee recommending
expulsion of a member; due to procedural problems |
voted against this motion. On a related note: the
Chairman of the AMC (Dr. Jean Becker) noting that the
current hearings procedures are difficult to interpret and
follow has asked Nancy Heller (Interpretive Counsel
njheller@email.com) and Sean Healy (Corporate
Counsel) tolook into revising therelevant ASIEs; please
contact Ms Heller with any suggestions.

Editor’s Note:

The Hearings Committee recommended that Carole Bell
be expelled for “ ActsInimicial to Mensa.” Ms. Bell is
the fourth person to be expelled from American Mensa.

Awards —

Theregiondid well at the Awards Banquet, coming avay
with a baker’s dozen prizes (triskaidekaphobes will
understand!). The specific competition and awards are
listed below. Congratulations to one and all for your
recognized excellencel

CultureQuest —
Annual competition, held simultaneously acrossthe U.S.
and Canada in the spring, against other teams and raise
money for local group scholarship funds.

Mensa76 (two teams placed in the top 20)

Publications Recognition Program (PRP) —
The American Mensa PRP annually rewards excellence
in the newsletters and Web sites of American Mensa's
local groups.
Print —
Found (Entertainment) - Central Oklahoma Mensa
Poetry - Central Oklahoma Mensa
Special Mention Award - New Format - Lone Star
Mensa
Owl - Small Group Winner - Central Oklahoma
Mensa
Electronic Publications —

Local Group Information - Mensa76
Recruitment - Gulf Coast Mensa
Presentation - Mensa76
Entertainment - Mensar6

Electronic Owl -
Large Group - Mensa76
Medium Group - Central Oklahoma Mensa

Owl Awards—
The Innovative Owl award is presented to the group
demonstrating the highest membership retention
compared to its previous year’s membership numbers.
The Innovative Owl -

Honorable Mention - Panhandle Mensa

It's not too late for Colloquium 2002 (August 16-18 in
Troy, Michigan); the subject is *“Exploring
Consciousness’.

Comments, anyone?

Dan Wilterding - RVC6
rvc6@us.mensa.org
dtwtech@swbell.net
817-573-4454

504 West Atchley Drive
Granbury, Texas 76048

LonestaRG IV: Pet Peeves

August 30 - September 2, 2002
http://www.lsm.us.mensa.org/lonestarg.htm
Contact: Mark & Janet Kres

P.O. Box 80635, Austin, TX 78708-0635
registrar@lsm.us.mensa.org

Mensan Realtor
Austin area. Free referrals to other areas.

Shelley Sundermann
JB Goodwin Company
(512) 913-3108 (800) 900-9115
shelley@jbgoodwin.com




The Princess Penelope and the pee

Rob as*“ Secretariat”

Ruth Ancona -
The “Nightie Night”

Lindaand Don



Games Room

Rachael and Walter
“The Queen Mum” and her Knight Escort

D [. m: - -ﬂ:-ﬂ:;::'i
e lg‘ i tS “A Tale of Two Tower Topplers’

Photos courtesy of Geri Neemidge and Walter Stewart



Auqust Monthly Meeting

The speaker at our August 12 monthly meeting will
be Caroline Huffman, LMSW-ACP, M.Ed.,
Director of Social Work for Hospice Austin. Ms.
Huffman will talk about hospice care in general
and Hospice Austin’s services in particular. She
will also talk about the two advance hedth care
directives legal in Texas: the Directive to
Physicians and the Durable Power of Attorney for
Health Care (Living Will).

Ms. Huffman has been with Hospice Austin since
March, 2002. She got her bachelor’s degree in
Socia Work from the University of Oklahoma, her
Master’sdegreein Socia Work from the University
of Pittsburgh, and a Master’s degree in Education
from East Texas State Univesity. Ms. Huffman has
a Lifetime Teaching Certificate in Texas in
Secondary Socia Studies, and maintainslicensure
as a Licensed Master’s Social Worker-Advanced
Clinical Practitioner. She has 23 yearsof clinical/
management experience in healthcare, primarily
in acute care hospitals.

Austin Public Library Book Sale
Volunteers Needed

Once again Lonestar Mensawill be hel ping out the
Friends of the Austin Public Library with their
annual Monster Book Sale. Volunteering entails
staffing an information table and talking to
prospective members about Mensa, helping to keep
the book sale tables in order, and helping the
Friends to clean up after the sale. The volunteers
at thisevent have always had alot of fun and have
gone home with lots of bargain books. The sale
will be Saturday and Sunday September 14 and 15.,
at Crockett Center, whichisaformer Best Products
store on Highway 290 just east of 1-35. Please
contact John or Geri Neemidge (512-310-7863,
gneemidge@usa.net) if you can help out with this
community service activity.
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Mind Games™ “Gathering”

Mind Games™ 2003 will be held April 11-13 in
Houston, TX.

Gulf Coast Mensa is planning a weekend of fun
(and work!) testing dozens of the year’'s newest
games. Each Mind Games™ participant will play
games, fill out comment cards, and rank their
favorite games; ultimately helping to name the
2003 Mensa Select® winners.

Register today to be part of the fun! Registration
includes game participation, hospitality, Friday
dinner, Saturday breakfast and lunch, and an entry
for door prizes. The games will be played at the
Clarion Inn on 1-45, just ten minutes from
Houston’s Bush Intercontinental Airport.

The Mensaroom rate will be $49 per night.

Registration fees are (postmark deadlines):
July 16 - October 15 $55
October 16 - January 15 $60
January 16 - March 31 $65
No registrations on-site.

To register, visit mindgames.us.mensa.org or call
817-607-0060 x122 with your Visaor MasterCard.

For more information, contact Russell
Thorstenberg at info@mindgames.us.mensa.org, or
call 713-978-7711.

For hotdl reservations, contact the Clarion Inn at
281-931-0101 and ask for the Gulf Coast Mensa
rate.

Oriqginal Writing?

Are you a writer, or avid reader? BestOfM is a
new facility, created by Ray Anderson of Mensa
South Africa, for the submission and transmission
of original writing - articles, essays, short stories,
poetry, puzzles, etc. It is open to all Mensa
members, and submissions will be released bi-
weekly.

To submit articles email them to:

BestOfM @yahoogroups.com

To subscribe, send an email to:

BestOf M -subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Tosetto“digest” (recommended), follow the above
with:

BestOfM-digest@yahoogroups.com



What's Happening in Auqust

Thank GoodnessIt’s Thursday

Central Market Café

Every Thursday 6:00-8:00pm
4001 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin (512) 206-1020

Meet us in the Café after work for fun, conversation & food.
Prospective members welcome. Coordinator: Paul Pierce, (512)
990-2271. Central Market Café is located in the Central Park
shopping center on the east side of Lamar Blvd between 38" and
41% Streets. Central Market is the anchor store. Central Market
Café is adjacent to Central Market on the south side. We meet
upstairs.

Zilker Summer Musical: Into the Woods
Saturday August 3rd 6:00pm
Zilker Hillside Theater

Zilker Park, Austin

This year's musical is Into the Woods. With a book and original
direction by James Lapine, this Stephen Sondheim musical is a
whirlwind journey through the fantastical world of fairytales and
fables. Follow the cast of charactersfrom some of Grimm'’sclassic
stories as they begin “Once upon atime,” go into the woods and
discover what's after “happily ever after.” It's at Zilker Hillside
Theatre, outdoorsjust up the hill from Barton Springs Pool. Parking
i$$2.00 and admissionis* pay what you wish”. We' re meeting at 6
pm to stake out our turf on the hillside - look for peoplein Lonestar
Mensat-shirts or for aMensaflag. The show startsat 8 pm. Bring
a picnic dinner and a blanket and/or low lawn chairs, plus your
favorite games to play while waiting for the show to begin. Call
Geri or John Neemidge at 512-310-7863 for more information.

ExComm Meeting
Monday, August 5th
Howson Branch Library
2500 Exposition Blvd., Austin

Contact John Neemidge at (512) 310-7863 to get an item on the
agenda. All memberswelcome. Thelibrary islocated one block
north of the intersection of Windsor Road (west of MoPac) &

Exposition Blvd, onthe NW corner of Exposition & Bowman Road.

5:30pm

RG Baking Party

Sunday, August 11th

Mar gar et Wofford’sHouse
4900 Marshall Ford Rd.

Call 512-266-8065 if you get lost.

Help us bake up goodies for the RG. Bring your favorite recipe
and any special ingredients. Wewill provide basicslikeflour, sugar
(white, brown and powdered), eggs, chocol ate chips, baking powder
and baking soda. | havetwo mixers, lots of cake and pie pans, and
several bowls. Snacksand sodaswill be provided.

Directions: From FM 2222 and RR 620, take 620 2 1/2 miles
toward Mansfield Dam. Passthelight at Quinlan Park Road. Turn
right the SECOND time you come to Marshall Ford Road (it's a
loop). Passthewagon wheel fence, avacant lot, and ablue canvas
covered gate, all on your left. White house, blue trim, rusty roof.

11:00am-3:00pm

If you get to thetrailers or the Baptist Church, you' ve gonetoo far.
From Hwy 71 and RR 620, take 620 past Mansfield Dam. Go
about 1/2 mile past the dam. Get in the left turn lane after you
pass the little grocery. Left on Marshall Ford Road. Passthe
wagon wheel fence, avacant lot, and a blue canvas covered gate,
all onyour left. White house, blue trim, rusty roof. If you get to
the trailers or the Baptist Church, you' ve gone too far.

Monthly Meeting
Monday, August 12th

Dinner - Souper Salad 5:30pm
6700 Middle FiskvilleRd., Austin
Meeting - Austin Public Library
University HillsBranch 6:45pm

4721 LoyolaLane, Austin

Take 183 to Manor Rd. exit; go west on Manor Road past the
HEB; turn left at the next light, whichisLoyola. Thelibrary ison
theright, lessthan one block up Loyola.

Waco Area Mensa Get-Together
Wednesday, August 21st

Barnes & Noble Café

4909 W. Waco Dr., Waco

Prospective members welcome. RSVP to Jerry Lenamon, (254)
399-9450.

7:00pm

Fold & Sticker
Thursday, August 22nd (at TGIT)

Help usassemblethe newsletter! See Thank GoodnessIt's Thursday
for directions.

Downtown Movie Group: Metropolis

Friday, August 23rd 7:00pm

Paramount Theatre

713 Congress Ave, Austin

Contact: Shelley Sundermann 833-7370 or 913-3108
shelley @jbgoodwin.com

One of the most famous of silent films, MetropolisisFritz Lang's
fantasy of afuturistic city and its mechanized society. Itisthe
story of an aristocratic young man who abandonswealth to fight
with the poor masses. Incredible set design and special effects.
Includes soundtrack of the original orchestral score. 1926, 118
min, restored B&W.

Meet usinthetheater at 7:00. Cost: $6.50/$4.50 students. Film
screens at 7:15. Free parking at meters after 5:30 PM.

LonestaRG 1V: Pet Peeves

Friday, August 30th - Monday, September 2nd
Holiday Inn Northwest, Austin

See the registration form on page 6 for details.

Corner(Ed)!

Have fun boys and girls. Seeyou next
month!
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=l Auqust
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Zilker
Summer
Musical
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
ExComm TGIT
Meeting
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
. TGIT
RG Baking Monthly ‘Dillo
Party Meeting Deadline
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Waco Area TGIT Downtown
Mensa Fold & Sticker Movie Group
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
LonestaRG | V:
TGIT Pet Peeves
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